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Weekly Horoscopes
Star Signer
February 1, 2021
There are so many different personalities in each classroom, that is what makes it interesting.
Read here to see which classroom personality you associate with based on your zodiac sign.

ARIES
Aries, you are the class entertainer. You never pass up an opportunity to entertain your peers
whether it’s making a joke, showing off your talents or just being silly for the sake of getting a
laugh.

TAURUS
Taurus, some may call you the teacher’s pet because you ask so many questions, but they are
mistaken. You are a studious student that continuously asks questions and makes comments,
but far from a teacher’s pet. If anyone were to get into a deep philosophical discussion with a
professor, it would be you.

GEMINI
Gemini, you are one of the most talkative students in the room. Your peers sometimes get
annoyed with such a chatterbox and you’ve been known to get in trouble for your continuous
talking… but when it comes down to it, everyone enjoys your cheerful and friendly attitude.

CANCER
Cancer, there is no other way to put it, you are the top of the class brainiac. You rarely study
and easily make top grades. You push yourself to take the toughest classes so you get a
challenge for once. Everyone asks you for help with their science and math.

LEO
Leo, you are the hard worker of the group. When you set your mind to something, you
accomplish it. You spend so much time studying that you are beginning to enjoy it. You may as
well be the smartest in the class for all the work you put in.

VIRGO
Virgo, if anyone is being called the teacher’s pet, it’s you. You do everything in your power to
get on good terms with your professor. This isn’t necessarily a bad thing, but definitely a
different approach than most. You’ll always be found in the front row listening attentively.

LIBRA
Libra, you would have a classroom personality… but you would have to actually go to class.

SCORPIO
Scorpio, you are intense and passionate about your studies. After all, that’s what you came here
to do. Everyone knows not to mess with you when you’re focused. They also know that when
your work is done, you are ready to have fun.

SAGITTARIUS
Sagittarius, you will always go to class (you care about those attendance points) but no one
should expect you to actually pay attention. You are the master of putting in your headphones
and hiding behind your laptop doing anything but what you are supposed to be doing.

CAPRICORN
Capricorn, you are often doing the homework of your next class. You are the master at
procrastinating and most of your class time is used trying to catch up on work. You are always
busy and everyone knows not to mess with you when you are in the zone.

AQUARIUS
Aquarius, you are typically the quiet one in the back that onone notices. You don’t like to bring
attention to yourself and you fear for the moment the professor calls on you and you have to
speak in front of everyone.

PISCES
Pisces, you are often found daydreaming during your classes, either because you have a
creative mind or because you are extremely tired. Most times you realize you are in class and
have to ask your friends about everything you missed while you were zoning out.

Faculty Senate: Retrenchment, Coronavirus and Classroom Upgrades
Nicolas BenVenuto
February 1, 2021
The Wright State University (WSU) Faculty Senate met virtually on Jan. 25 and discussed
retrenchment procedures, coronavirus updates and classroom upgrades.

Provost’s report
Interim Provost Dr. Douglas Leaman began the meeting by addressing retrenchment
procedures currently in motion at the university.
“Financially, the university is laser focused on managing its resources effectively to ensure that
Wright State will continue to be here for the students and the community,” Leaman said. “As
Provost I have not made any final determinations around closure of any programs.”
Leaman is set to present his recommendations for retrenchment proceedings to WSU President
Dr. Sue Edwards on Feb. 6.
A retrenchment committee, formed in December of last year, will simultaneously be presenting
their separate recommendations for retrenchment proceedings to Edwards that very same day.
“My retrenchment recommendation to the president will come in the form of an aggregate
number of faculty positions to retrench, broken down by the affected college,” Leaman said. “I
remain convinced that Wright State can and will emerge stronger, and will serve its students
and the community in a way that ensures their future success.”
Following retrenchment discussion, Leaman gave a brief update on coronavirus testing at the
university and the potential for WSU to be utilized as a vaccination site.
“As planned, the spring asymptomatic testing of high-risk students is in progress as outlined and
piloted in the fall,” Leaman said. “In our last meeting concerns on the supply of tests were
raised, however the supply of antigen tests for student testing has clarified significantly. We plan
to continue to comply with the Governor’s request that we test students in our high-risk groups.”
In terms of coronavirus vaccination at WSU, Leaman was unable to provide specifics on when
the approved WSU physician’s site would begin vaccinating qualified individuals but said that,
“Physicians will provide vaccinations to anyone eligible under the state’s coronavirus

vaccination program. In addition, Wright State will not prioritize its own patients nor prioritize
Wright State employees.”
Leaman ended his presentation to the Faculty Senate by addressing the search for the founding
Dean of the new College of Health, Education and Human Services.
“The position for founding dean has been posted and the search is accruing applicants at this
time,” Leaman said.
Dr. Thomas Traynor and Dr. Brenda Roman have been seated as co-chairs in the search
committee for the founding Dean position, and Leaman also announced the target date to begin
the review of applicants is the end of February.

President’s report
Edwards followed the presentation given by Leaman, updating the Faculty Senate on one-time
funding given to the university by way of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
(HEERF), classroom upgrades and finally answering Senator questions regarding retrenchment.
Around $17 million dollars has been allocated to the university, with the first priority of funds
being designated for students in the form of emergency grants according to the president’s
presentation.
“At this point it is somewhere in the region of $5 million or more should we deem it necessary,”
said Edwards.
Edwards also stated that the Inter-University Council of Ohio (IUC) is working to understand the
broader authorizations for the use of funds for institutional purposes.
Previous emergency funds have been utilized to upgrade classrooms on both WSU’s Dayton
and Lake campuses.
“We have 129 rooms completed with 119 of those rooms at the Dayton campus and 10 rooms
at the Lake campus,” Edwards said.
Classroom upgrades include installing fully digital cameras, ceiling mounted microphones,
digital projection systems, Cisco codecs and panels.
Edwards said these room upgrades support the need for remote delivery instruction, but
additionally address overdue maintenance concerns and upgrades.

Edwards is set to give her retrenchment recommendations after considering the
recommendations of the provost and the retrenchment committee to the Board of Trustees on
Feb. 19 during the Board of Trustees meeting.
The Board of Trustees meeting schedule may be accessed here.


The next Faculty Senate meeting is set to take place virtually on Feb. 22.

Basile Steps Up Big for 2-0 Weekend Over IUPUI
Noah Kindig
February 1, 2021
The Raider Men’s Basketball team traveled to Indianapolis to face off against IUPUI in two
games over the weekend. The Raiders were projected to win coming into the series, but with
their two last games on Friday ending in buzzer beater losses, the Raiders would have to be
careful when dealing with the Jaguar offense.
The Raiders won both games by around 30 points, winning 95-65 on Friday and 100-72 on
Saturday.
The players to watch over the weekend were IUPUI’s offensive combo of Jaylen Minnett and
Marcus Burk, with Burk putting in 34 points on Saturday, and WSU’s Grant Basile, whose 44
points and 14 rebounds over the weekend earned him Horizon League player of the week
honors.

Don’t take him for granted
When coming up against Wright State this year, teams have been quick to focus on defending
Loudon Love and Tanner Holden, and for good reason. However, The Jaguars leaving Grant
Basile in a one-on-one matchup allowed him to dominate in both games and secure the Raiders
a 2-0 weekend.
“It’s hard to key in on any one guy on our team… Trey, Tim, Jaylon, Tanner… everyone is
shooting so well right now,” Basile said.
His 24 points on Friday gave him more attention from IUPUI on Saturday, but he was still able to
put in 20 points and rebound six, earning himself Horizon League player of the week honors.
However, the honors haven’t fazed Basile.
“Everything pretty much stays the same. It’s not possible without good teammates,” he said.
“The thing about our team is every week there’s someone new who can lead us in scoring.”
Basile’s 40 points of Wright State’s almost 200 over the weekend might point to this being a
more offensively-minded team, but it is actually WSU’s defensive play that has allowed these
score lines.

“I think it starts in the defensive end. The easiest offense is just run outs and if we keep playing
defense like we are… it just makes offense a lot easier,” Basile said.
It was expected that Basile would do well in the paint, but his outside shooting jumped off the
scoresheet on Saturday, with him attempting three three-pointers, and making every single one.
This dangerous shooting will give Wright State an edge not only from each player on offense
being able to put in points, but also shooting from anywhere on the court being dangerous.

Looking ahead to Robert Morris
While the Colonial’s 3-7 first year in the horizon league has been disappointing in some ways,
they have picked up a potential League first team player, AJ Bramah.
Bramah is averaging the highest points per game in the Horizon League, and the third highest
rebounds per game. The Raiders will need to watch him closely to continue their win streak, and
put the pressure on Cleveland State for the Vikings to drop another game.
The Raiders could try to focus their defense on Bramah, but similar to the Raiders, the Colonials
have versatility on offense, with five players putting in double digit points in their last game.

International Corner: Pros, Cons and Online Study
Olha Zuban
February 2, 2021
It has been almost a year since international students decided either to take classes online from
their home country or stay in the U.S. during the pandemic. There are different pros and cons of
each of these options, considering all things that international students are trying to manage on
a day-to-day basis.

Academic integrity
Deciding to study abroad is a life-changing decision due to gaining a new learning experience,
making international connections and discovering college culture.
Engagement in classes and academic achievements is important for all college students, but it’s
twice as hard for a new international student to stay active when things become not quite
understandable.
Academics play an important part in students’ life and campus community, clubs, activities are
also valuable reasons for being in college. Now all of these opportunities are not fully available
for students.

Building connections
Once an international student comes to the U.S., in most cases, it is essential to make
connections with others during social events in order to not feel lonely in an unknown country.
However, social networking started to be only accessible online.
WSU UCIE constantly tries to organize events like movie nights, convo clubs where students
can practice their English skills and virtual open houses. All of these activities can help
international students feel a sense of belonging in their university community during remote
learning.

Time differences
Those who decided to take their online classes at home abroad may have time zone differences
with the U.S. university. It can become a problem to attend a live lecture with a professor and be
involved in virtual in-class assignments with groupmates. There is no other option except for

rewatching the recorded version of the lecture and losing an opportunity of asking professors
questions in real-time.

Pros
One pro to online learning as an international student is there’s a chance to decrease living
costs. Some prefer to take advantage of online studies and try living in other states with lower
rent rates or spend time being with U.S. family members or friends.
Despite the complications that may appear for both domestic and international students, it is
important to stay connected to your peers as much as possible and make the most out of your
college experience. Interacting with professors and classmates can help to stay positive and
productive even if it seems difficult.

Book Review: “The Project”
Ariel Parker
February 2, 2021
After a tragic car crash that kills their parents, Lo and Bea Denham encounter a magnetic man
named Lev at the hospital that introduces them to The Unity Project, a religious organization
that promises a better life through your good deeds. After witnessing a miracle, Bea is
immediately sucked into the group, and for years, the two sisters live different lives.

The race to find one another
Lo is now working as a secretary and has not seen her sister in years, but when an opportunity
to investigate the shady Unity Project opens up, she goes on a mission to find her sister.
Controversy and rumors of cult-like behavior rumble beneath the surface, and as we follow Lo
on the race to find her sister, we also witness the heinous underbelly of the organization through
Bea’s eyes.

Summer’s writing
Courtney Summers’s master of prose and disturbing imagery grips readers from the beginning
as we follow Lo down the rabbit hole. While readers will see the cult and its unsettling practices,
this story is also about family and sisterhood. Summers weaves an intense story that is littered
with tragedy, so it is not for the faint of heart. Any reader is compelled to finish the book until the
very end, but do be warned: this is not a happy story.
This is yet another extremely well-crafted YA thriller by Summers, who is most well-known for
her equally hard-hitting book, “Sadie.” Summers’s books have crossover appeal, and are able to
satisfy young adult readers looking for something a bit darker and older reader who want to read
a gripping story.
“The Project” will be released everywhere books are sold on Feb 2, 2021.

Campus Crime Notes for Week of Jan. 16
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
February 2, 2021
During the week of Jan. 16, two separate crimes occurred on campus within 24 hours of each
other.

Jan. 22
On Jan. 22, a traffic incident was reported in Lot 4 on campus. Between 8:30 a.m. and 1:15
p.m., a car was hit in the parking lot.

Jan. 23
On Jan. 23, a vehicle was broken into outside of the Yellowstone building of the College Park
Apartments. The suspect is accused of theft from a motor vehicle.

Campus Dining Hours Changing for Spring Semester
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
February 2, 2021
The Union Market and Dunbar Library Starbucks are among several dining options at Wright
State University (WSU) that underwent changes this spring in order to best serve the Raider
community.

Closures and operational hours changes
At the beginning of the semester, it was announced that the Union Market in the Student Union
would not be reopening. This decision was made due to the fact that the spring semester would
once again have a low ratio of students and faculty on campus.
“In our estimation, these factors conspired to drive demand down in the fall and we expect that
same level of demand to continue in the spring, so we adjusted our hours of operation
accordingly,” said Director of Hospitality Services Haitham Shtaieh.
Factors that led to this decision include the knowledge that less than 50% of enrolled students
currently live on campus, and knowing the vast majority of WSU staff continue to work from
home.
“However, it should be noted that during the fall semester of 2020, The Union Market offered
burgers, pizza, subs, On-The-Go, and sushi. All of these options are still available throughout
campus including at The Hangar which is not closing,” said Marketing Director Nicholas Paige.
“Knowing those same offerings would still be available on campus we moved forward closing
The Union Market for the spring semester only.”
The same factors also led to the decision for the Dunbar Library Starbucks to only be open from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.
“We take a look at each unit’s performance and assess where we can make changes that make
sense both from the student’s perspective and a business perspective,” said Shtaieh. “We
noticed that engagement at Starbucks would drop drastically after a certain point in the day so
the decision was made to adjust the hours accordingly.”

Other dining options

The Hanger is maintaining the same hours from the fall semester as of present time. There is no
indication that these will change in the near future.

The Hangar | Photo by Grace Ramsdell | The Wright State Guardian
“I think it’s a good thing there are dining options available because I have some friends that
don’t drive or have a car on campus,” said WSU student Lauryn Phillips.
Tim Hortons in the Student Union remains open to students during the week. The Boathouse on
Lake Campus also remains open from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the week.

Outdoor Resource Center: Making Connections and Getting Outside
Maxwell Patton
February 3, 2021
Students at Wright State University (WSU) have been consistently attending events held by the
Outdoor Resource Center (ORC) on campus due to a welcoming atmosphere and the new
experiences gained during the activities.

New friends and new experiences
The ORC holds group hikes on campus every Monday and Wednesday and runs on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. They also have an off-campus hike every Saturday at a park in the Dayton
area.
WSU student Justin Naas, who is majoring in supply chain management, believes that these
events help him stay occupied through the semester.
“These Outdoor Recreation events give me something more than just sitting in my room all day
doing schoolwork,” Naas said.
Nursing student Amanda Robinson started attending the ORC events with their Tuesday and
Thursday group runs and enjoyed the experience.
“They made me feel so welcome even though I’m not much of a runner,” said Robinson.
Robinson is in her first year at WSU and finds that attending these events helps her orient
herself on campus.
“I think it’s a great way to stay active and meet new people in the time of COVID-19,” said
Robinson. “Also, if you’re a freshman like me, it’s a great way to learn the area.”
She consistently attends these events due to the new experiences and the people involved in
them. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, regular activities from the ORC, including out-of-state
backpacking trips and climbing the rock wall in the Student Union, have become unavailable.
“With COVID being the way it is, this is the only way to really get to know new people and it
pushes me outside of my comfort zone to talk to people who have similar interests,” Robinson
said.

An employee perspective

Employees like ORC Outdoor Logistics Manager Paul Casper enjoy attending and leading these
events as well due to their atmosphere.
“I’ve met some of my good friends from the ORC and some of my best work with me,” said
Casper. “It’s a great environment to meet others.”
Casper has gained important outdoor skills in his time with these events, learning more about
aspects such as trip planning, packing for outdoor treks and leadership. He also continues to
attend them due to their cost-effectiveness. The events are free to sign up for on IMLeagues,
and most occur on campus or at a nearby park.
“It provides an inexpensive experience for anyone interested in exploring the outdoors,” said
Casper. “During these bad times, it provides an escape from sitting alone and hiding away from
the world in a safe environment. When we do our normal adventures, it’s a great gateway for all
skill levels to start looking more into the outdoors and Leave No Trace principles.”

SGA: New Members and Resolution 21-04
Roxanne Roessner
February 3, 2021
The Student Government Association (SGA) held a meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 2.
During the meeting, two new members were added, Resolution 21-04 passed and two others
were moved to old business.

New members
The Speaker of the House and Director of Academic Affairs positions were filled by two Wright
State University (WSU) students Lacey Loges and Dawson Draper respectively.
The members waived Robert’s Rule for their voting in and instead voted via the chat. Because
SGA currently hosts virtual meetings on WebEx, the meetings and regulations have been
changed to accommodate the process.

Resolution 21-04
Resolution 21-04 dealt with adding a parking spot for expecting mothers and families with small
children. This resolution was passed by SGA unanimously.

Resolution 21-06
This resolution was proposed by Jonathan Ciero and cosponsored by Emily Yantis-Houser and
Chad Dudash. Dudash and Yantis-Houser proposed the increase and implementation of
inclusive, all-gender restrooms.
According to Dudash, WSU has had all-gender restrooms in the past but has changed them
back into gendered restrooms.
“‘[We] requested that all major buildings on campus include all-gender multiuse restrooms,” said
Dudash.
The resolution was voted into old business and will be voted on in the next meeting.

Resolution 21-07

Resolution 21-07 was created by Loges and it advocates for the Raider Food Pantry to include
food for students with emotional support and service animals.
“I know we have a big community that includes service animals on campus, especially because
we have Four Paws and such. I thought it would be a very important thing that we include some
type of resource for the animals,” said Loges.
This resolution was also moved to old business. Several of the SGA members said that they
would cosign as sponsors to both Resolution 21-07 and Resolution 21-06.
SGA meetings are held every Tuesday at 7 p.m. via WebEx; all students are welcome to attend

A Look Into Local Gov: Nan Whaley’s Last Year and Student Opinions
Alexis Wisler
February 3, 2021
With the presidential inauguration close behind us and a new federal administration to focus on,
local politics have been put in the shadows. Despite this, the city of Dayton continues to work
hard for its citizens.

What is happening in Dayton?
This year will be the last year in office for the Mayor of Dayton, Nan Whaley. With her last year,
Whaley wants to focus on building Dayton up and getting it out of the coronavirus pandemic.
“This upcoming year we are really looking forward to getting out of COVID and making sure that
people get access to the vaccine and fight for access for the vaccines,” said Whaley.
According to Whaley, one-fourth of the coronavirus vaccines given to Dayton will be placed in
West Dayton and Trotwood so that African American citizens have easy access.
“This last year for mayor for me will be, I think, a bittersweet year. But we are really excited
about making sure that we put equity as a focus in everything that we do,” said Whaley.
Besides the coronavirus, the city is currently focusing on police reform as well as working to
reduce homelessness.

What do students want to see?
Members of Wright State University’s College Democrats and College Republicans commended
Whaley and the city of Dayton for the efforts put in to slowing the coronavirus and making sure
that citizens are informed about where to get vaccinated.
Although the mayor received high praise from these groups, there are issues they think the city
can improve upon still.
“I would really like to see self-sufficiency from our communities. I think that a late-stage
capitalistic society has not been working for the average individual. I want to see communities
get stronger because I think that is where all of our power comes from,” said College Democrats
President Hannah Weisgerber.

Weisgerber wants to see the community come together and work together for the common
good. One way Weisgerber suggests doing this is by implementing community gardens where
neighbors can grow and share food.
Along with self-sufficiency efforts, Weisgerber would like to see gun control reforms following the
mass shooting as well as a focus on environmental sustainability.
College Republicans President Jarod Kiser thinks that Dayton has the potential to grow
business and attract more people to live here. However, Kiser suggests that the city make some
changes in order to do so.
“I actually think there are some issues they’re missing out on. For instance, I think probably the
biggest thing Dayton needs to address, and this is something that cities in general need to
address, is removing the property tax and replacing it with a land value tax,” said Kiser.
According to Kiser, a land value tax would give Dayton the cutting-edge advantage needed to
make it distinct from other local cities.

When Will Coronavirus Vaccines Come to WSU?
Brandon Sutherland
February 4, 2021
The emergence of the coronavirus vaccine has shed some optimism amongst Wright State
University (WSU) students, staff and the surrounding community.

What to know
With coronavirus cases still on the rise, people are looking for an effective solution to get back
to some sort of normalcy.
Though social distancing and mask wearing mandates have been beneficial in terms of safety,
many long-term concerns have not yet been put to rest.
Wright State Physicians (WSP) has not received doses of the vaccine as of yet, however,
Director of Practice Operations Pam Kadrovach still has much to look forward to.
“We did apply through the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) to be a physician’s group that
receives vaccines. The last doses of vaccines were going to health departments, hospitals, and
pharmacies,” Kadrovach said.
According to Kadrovach, WSP will receive ancillary kits several weeks before the vaccines are
delivered. These ancillary kits will contain personal protective equipment (PPE) and other
necessary supplies.
With ODH administering vaccine doses in pre-planned phases, students will not be able to get
the vaccine until after Phase-1B is complete. Individuals may qualify for Phase-1B if they meet
the required age or have specific health conditions.

Changed Perspective
Students who do not meet the requirements for the specific phase will not be prioritized until
after February. Taryn Bailey, an undergraduate at WSU describes her experience working in a
nursing home and how the vaccine brings new changes.
“In October I found out I had the coronavirus because of an outbreak in our nursing facility,”
Bailey said.

Experiencing this moment made Bailey more aware of the importance of following guidelines
like keeping her mask on and always washing her hands.
Bailey said she understands the psyche of others who want to take the vaccine, but due to
pre-existing medical concerns she doesn’t feel safe taking it herself.
“Having lynch syndrome, I would not feel comfortable taking [the vaccine],” Bailey said.

Need Help?
According to Green County Public Health’s Public Information Officer Laurie Fox, you can find
your local coronavirus vaccine provider location at the ODH main website. More locations will be
updated in the future.

Williams-York Administration: Their First 130 Days in Office
Roxanne Roessner
February 4, 2021
Student Government Association (SGA) President Adrian Williams and Vice President Joseph
York were elected into office in 2020. Though the administration began in the middle of a global
pandemic and social uproar, SGA has continued to make changes for the better.

Work in the past years
Williams has been involved with SGA his entire college career. He has served as vice president
twice before being elected president and believes his work has carried over through the years.
“I was more focused on larger-scale projects that are now coming to completion. I’ve been
working on them for two-plus years, so I take a lot of pride in them,” said Williams.
The Retain the Nine Task Force advocated for establishing the retention office along with
creating an endowed scholarship for minority students at Wright State University (WSU).
The Retain the Nine Scholarship aims to support three minority students each year. Williams
hopes that the funding will reach its goal of $10,000 minimum in order to last as long as it can
for students. The link to the donation website is linked here.

The current administration
SGA is working on completing the Divine Nine Plots, or National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC)
Plots. They are currently working with the university to secure funding for plots on campus to
represent the nine NPHC organizations and plan to have them ready by the fall of 2021.
The organization also opened a gate for students to help with traveling, and hosted a
coronavirus informational meeting with the Associate Dean of Admissions at Boonshoft Dr. Gary
LeRoy.
The virtual event discussed what students needed to know about the coronavirus and when
things would return to normal.
SGA also advocated for a grade adjustment during the coronavirus pandemic. The alternate
grading policies gave students who had F’s or X’s an FU or XU, meaning they would not impact
the student’s GPA. Students are able to retake the class with no penalty to their transcript.

Another accomplishment was the creation of the Racial Equity Task Force. This task force was
created in conjunction with Faculty Senate members and is made up of administration
members, faculty and students.
The task force focuses on improving relations among minorities at WSU and the rest of campus
in light of the George Floyd tragedy. The group sent a letter to the governor requesting diverse
appointments to the Board of Trustees and advised President Sue Edwards on the upcoming
director of Inclusive Excellence.
SGA has hosted members of Ohio Congress and also Police Chief David Finney to discuss
what types of de-escalation techniques are used by state police.

Plans for the future
SGA wants to continue making changes for the better within WSU by completing the NPHC
Plots and improving retention at the university.
A future plan that Williams wants to accomplish is to have graduation in person at the end of the
2021 spring semester. While it is still being worked on, Williams hopes to find a way for seniors
to receive their diplomas in person while still being safe.
“We had a lot of big goals in March, but we had some wrenches thrown into our plans. The
inability to reach our constituencies has been hard,” said SGA Vice President Joseph York.
WSU psychology major Trinity Rammel looks forward to the changes the administration wants
to accomplish.
“I think they’ve been doing a great job making sure that everyone has a voice at Wright State.
I’m excited to see what they’ll do next to make it better for everyone,” said Rammel.

Dayton’s Not Dead: Dayton Ballet: “Dance and Romance”
Nicolas BenVenuto
February 4, 2021
The Dayton Arts Alliance and Dayton Ballet company dancers will be performing “Dance and
Romance” both in-theatre and online via live stream from Feb. 12 through Feb. 14.
Performing for the first time after nearly a year-long layoff due to coronavirus restrictions and
safety concerns, all 18 Dayton Ballet company dancers will be on stage this Valentine’s Day
weekend.

Victoria Theatre | Photo by Diana Jaber | The Wright State Guardian
Dayton Ballet Artistic Director Karen Russo Burke says that this upcoming production of “Dance
and Romance” is unlike anything that she or Dayton Ballet has ever done before.

“The safety of everyone involved, from dancers to the crew backstage and the limited number of
audience members has been an absolute top priority,” Burke said. “We typically like to have a
theme for our programs because not everyone might understand the definition of repertoire
programs and what that means.”

Theme
Burke said that repertoire programs are not a full-length story ballet, where the audience sees
the same theme throughout the entire performance.
“Think of it [repertoire programs] as a buffet,” Burke said. “This production includes seven
different pieces, with the longest piece lasting between 12 and 15 minutes.”
Audience members and those viewing virtually can expect a series of duets that encompass all
of the emotions of love, ranging from ecstasy to tenderness and everything in between.
Burke highlighted that the last piece in the Dance and Romance performance is titled, “6 feet
apart” and features the entire ballet company.
“It’s all about this new vocabulary of elbow handshakes, handwashing and everything we have
all endured during these strange coronavirus times,” Burke said. “Everyone will have a mask on
during that piece.”

Victoria Theatre | Photo by Diana Jaber | The Wright State Guardian

Performing during a global pandemic
It’s no secret that the live events and performances industry has been severely impacted by the
effects of the coronavirus both in revenue for those producing events and for the morale of
performers.
Dayton Ballet has been no exemption to these looming effects.
Company dancer Miranda Dafoe describes dance as her way of interpreting music and emotion.
“When I perform, I hope to leave the audience thinking or feeling something,” Dafoe said.
“Whether it be the intention with which I dance or their own interpretation of the piece, if the
audience leaves moved, I feel I have done my job.”
Dafoe is currently in her third season at Dayton Ballet and said that no one ever expected it
would be almost a year before they were allowed to dance on stage once again.

“It was a process to fully accept the scope of what was going on and the effect it had on our jobs
as artists,” Dafoe said. “I think we are all still coping with almost a full year of being away from
the stage.”
Nevertheless, Dafoe and her colleagues are elated to be returning to the stage once again.
“I think it will be surreal to be on stage with an audience once again,” Dafoe said. “This
performance symbolizes our return to the stage and we are all so excited to dance together
again, even if only in small groups. We’ve been working so hard the past few months.”
Tickets for “Dance and Romance” may be purchased online here,

 or those interested in
inquiring about tickets may call the Dayton Live ticket office at 937.228.3630 Tuesday through
Friday from 10 a.m. through 6 p.m.

Wright Through My Eyes: Trinity Rammel
Roxanne Roessner
February 5, 2021
Wright State University (WSU) senior and psychology major Trinity Rammel will finish out her
third year of college in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. Rammel balances being an
essential worker and a full-time college student despite the stress that it brings.

Psychology and sociology
Rammel will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a minor in sociology. Though
her plans changed from middle school education and forensic psychology, the main goal is to
now become a school psychologist.
“I don’t think we focus enough on mental health. It’s so much easier if you are able to address
issues earlier and help them,” said Rammel.
Rammel decided to go into psychology and sociology because they were the two topics that
always kept her interested, no matter what the subcategory.
According to Rammel, she intends to either go to graduate school at Miami University or the
University of Dayton after graduation in the Spring or working in health services.

Balancing time
Rammel works at Gels IGA, a grocery store located in St. Henry, OH. She has balanced
education and jobs ever since her sophomore year of high school.
“If you don’t have time management skills then it would be very hard, but I’ve been doing it for
such a long time that I’ve gotten used to the push and pull,” said Rammel.
Throughout her college education, Rammel looked to her mother for inspiration. Lisha Rammel
encourages her daughter to finish out college with a bachelor’s degree at age 21.
“It’s nice being able to go to college and have my family be proud of me, even if I feel like
sometimes I’m not doing anything special,” said Rammel. “It’s nice getting the recognition from
my family.”

Though Rammel can balance her college work and her job, the past few years have not been
easy. By taking summer courses online, Rammel is graduating a year early.
According to Rammel, taking online classes in the summer has helped prepare her for dealing
with the coronavirus pandemic and the changes it brought to her college education.
While Rammel claims she is well versed in teaching herself online, she has found her senior
year difficult.
“I don’t know if it’s because I’m in my last semester or if it’s the world exploding around me, but
this semester has been the worst by far,” said Rammel.
However, Rammel is excited to finish the semester strong and graduate from WSU as the
second person in her family to do so.

Raider Sports: Weekend Look Ahead and Predictions
Noah Kindig
February 5, 2021
ESPN and WWSU106.9 Sports Broadcaster Shea Neal contributed to this article.

Looking ahead through the weekend of February 5th, Men’s Basketball will go on the road
against UIC, Women’s Basketball will take on the number one Milwaukee at the Nutter Center,
and Volleyball takes Oakland away.
I’ve got my own opinions about how the games will go, but it never hurts to have another sports
nerd help me out. These are my takes and WWSU’s Shea Neal’s takes on how the weekend of
February 5th looks for Raider Athletics.

Men’s Basketball VS UIC: Both Shea and Noah call a Raider 2-0
Noah: With Jaylon Hall (I believe) back in action playing defense for Wright State after his
concussion last Friday, it just seems like one more hurdle that the Flames have to jump over in
order to challenge this Raider side.
UIC just lost their last three games where WSU has won their last five, as well as just how scary
the offensive side of this Raider squad is right now. Grant Basile and Loudon Love in the paint
who both had career-high games last weekend, and if UIC puts too many guys to guard them,
they still have the distance shooters to worry about.
It seems like Tanner Holden, Trey Calvin, Tim Finke, James Manns, and even Basile are hitting
nearly every three-pointer they shoot, and if this team gets hot early into the game, the UIC
defense is going to shatter.
Shea: I agree with Noah that while Wright State is away this team has been playing so well
recently, especially with Loudon and Basile both playing in the paint.
The hot streak this team is on mixed with UIC’s losing streak just gives the Raiders too much of
an edge over the Flames, and with how dominant Loudon and Grant have been playing UIC will
just get overwhelmed on defense in both days.

Their distance shooters are also playing incredibly well right now, with Basile even able to
reliably put shots in from distance. In rebounds as well, this team has one of the highest
rebounds per game in the country, which will just compound for more points against UIC.

Women’s BB showdown with #1 Milwaukee: Both Shea and Noah say 1-1
split but on different days.
Noah: With

Wright State playing at home, but with Milwaukee hungry for a win, I think we’re
going to see a 1-1 split, with Milwaukee taking Friday and WSU taking Saturday’s game. Both
the men’s and women’s sides seem to play similarly at home, where Friday they sometimes
seem not ready but Saturday they come to play.
Even though Milwaukee did lose their last two games against Northern Kentucky, I think that will
only motivate them more to play hard against the Raiders, where the Raiders’ last games versus
0-16 IPFW haven’t helped to prepare them against the potentially best team in the league.
Shea: I do think we’re going to see a 1-1 split as well, but WSU will take Friday with Milwaukee
punching back on Saturday. The Panthers have lost two straight and WSU seems to have their
confidence back with Angel Baker playing in form (and scoring her 1000th career point last
weekend).
If Milwaukee loses on Friday, I definitely see them playing angry on Saturday because that loss
on Friday would make both teams 12-3 in the league, so the winner most likely takes home a
HL title, and with players like Megan Walstead for the Panthers, this team can be almost
impossible to deal with.

Volleyball versus Oakland: Will we see two more sweeps?
Noah: This

Wright State side is playing too well right now. They’re rated number one in the
preseason and just swept both the second and third teams twice. I’d have to be close to crazy
to predict anything other than a 2-0 for Wright State coming into these games. The Grizzlies are
4-0 though, so i don’t know if WSU will continue their games as dominant as they have been
(without dropping a set).
Just with how good every piece of the puzzle seems to be for this team with Jenna Story, Lainey
Stephenson and their entire attack, this team is the team to beat this year, no question in my
mind. I probably will be proven wrong about this as the team sweeps their 6th game in a row,
but maybe they’ll drop a set.

Shea: I’ve

learned my lesson the hard way already with this team, so I won’t be doubting them
anymore. I think we’re going to see a 3-0 in both games just like Northern Kentucky and
Milwaukee just due to how outstanding their attack is.
With players like Celia Powers, Nyssa Baker, Teddie Sauer, Megan Alders, and many more on
the team, their attack is so solid that for any team they face it has to be so difficult to prepare for
Wright State.
Their defense with Jenna Story and serving with Ellee Ruskaup is on another level as well, even
their coaching staff with Coach Matters is just doing so well right now.

Student Opinions: WSU’s Response to the Pandemic
Tracy Evatt
February 5, 2021
Many students feel that a lockdown and restrictions are necessary during the coronavirus
pandemic. While some think restrictions are a necessity, students may not agree with Wright
State University’s (WSU) implementation of the protocol.

WSU lockdown
WSU student Trevor Paddon was not too critical of the restrictions.
“I think they handled it okay. I think they could’ve offered some more in-person classes for the
people that were comfortable, just due to the different learning styles some people thrive in the
in-person environment,” said Paddon

WSU’s swift response
One student, Javan Thomas, had high praise for Wright State’s response to the coronavirus.
“The first thing they did was obviously get all the students out of the dorms. They started slowly
shutting down everything until they could get everything together on how to reopen everything
back up but safely,” said Thomas.
WSU was able to get a plan together to not only reopen but reopen quickly.
“I would say Wright State handled it pretty darn well,” said Thomas.

Some gripes
“Probably no, not really, I think that when it comes to the tech that they use for the web calls
they’re not really that well prepared,” said Graham Arnett.
Arnett cited technical difficulties cutting class short as a big problem he has experienced due to
remote learning. Arnett feels that a web call format should be standardized to minimize technical
difficulties.

Fall Semester

Paddon had a very optimistic outlook on the fall semester for 2021, envisioning school going
back to normal, though their view has changed.
“With how the cases have been doing for a while I’m not too optimistic that it will be all the way
gone or at the very least it will be back. A decent amount of those procedures will still be in
place,” said Arnett.
Arnett offered a cautionary tone, while Thomas had some more optimism.
“I hope that our world leaders today can figure out something to get rid of this whole pandemic
so that we could hopefully start opening back some of the classes a little bit,” said Thomas.

Coronavirus: Financial Impact on Students and Lost Opportunities
Jamie Naylor
February 5, 2021
While this deadly pandemic continues, so does the devastating financial impact on college
students. Wright State University (WSU) students share their concerns while campus support
systems continue to provide assistance.

Student impact
A study, “Impact of COVID-19 on student experiences and expectations,” published in the
Journal of Public Economics, found that nationally 40% of students lost a job, internship, or
opportunity while 13% delayed graduation due to the Pandemic.
Daniel Wasniewski, A WSU junior expressed how he has gone unemployed since August
despite applying to eight different positions. He also expressed how he lives with his family due
to financial reasons. His mother, the main source of family income, also remains unemployed.
“We’ve been immensely close to becoming financially unstable,” Wasniewski said.

Resources
Luckily Wasniewski and his family have been able to live off built-up savings, yet not all are
lucky enough to have these funds.
“It’s hard to survive without money and when things get shut down or there are restrictions on
things, people’s ability to make money is severely impacted and our students are not safe from
that,” said Tylar ONeal-White, director of the Raider Food Pantry and case manager in the
Office of Student Advocacy and Wellness on campus.
The Raider Food Pantry is a free service available to all WSU students. They provide food and
personal hygiene products to students who may be having financial difficulties. Those wishing to
utilize these services can go through a quick sign-up process on their website (Raider

Food
Pantry | Wright State University).

Those wishing to donate to the pantry can drop off items at their 055 location in the WSU
Student Union. According to ONeal-White, they are especially looking for peanut butter and jelly
donations.

The Office of Student Advocacy and Wellness helps students with housing assistance, mental
health services and connects students with social services outside of the university.

Financial strain’s impact on mental health and academics
Financial instability can also affect students’ mental health and academic success by causing
excess stress and anxiety.
The Student Success Center helps students who are struggling academically due to this stress
and is a connector to other campus services.
“It’s a great place for a student to come and get connected to other resources they need if they
are encountering challenges because of the Pandemic,” said Catherine Hernandez, a student
success coach at the Center.

Biden’s First Days in Office: His Executive Orders and Student Opinions
Nick Wood
February 6, 2021
President Joe Biden has signed over 36 executive orders on top of several memorandums and
proclamations, with the focus of these actions centered on strengthening the U.S. coronavirus
response and reversing a number of Trump-era administration policies.

Coronavirus response plan
During his first day in office, Biden passed an executive order to coordinate a government-wide
coronavirus response plan. This order includes the creation of the coronavirus response
coordinator position. This person serves as an advisor to the president and oversees vaccine
and medical supply distribution.
Biden signed another order to establish a coronavirus Health Equity Task Force within the
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The task force will address the inequities
certain low-income and minority groups face with access to funding and resources to combat
their disproportionately high rates of infection. This is part of a larger movement towards
addressing inequities in other areas of coronavirus response, including the lack of research and
data on the virus’s effects on racial, sexual and gender minorities among other groups.
Other actions in response to the pandemic include a mandatory mask mandate on all federal
property and an extension of the current freeze on student loan payments.
Lainey Stephenson, a junior at Wright State University (WSU) and Vice President of Student
Athletic Advisory Committee, feels these actions mark a step in the right direction.
“I think the only way we’re going to get back to a new normal is by everyone doing their part,”
said Stephenson. “We’re on the right track to getting back to normal.”

Reversing Trump’s administrative actions
Many of Biden’s actions overturn Trump-era regulations. Biden has reversed the transgender
military and Muslim travel bans as well as halted funding and construction of the U.S-Mexico
border wall.
Per another executive order, the U.S. has reentered the Paris Climate Accord Agreement, an
international accord aimed at addressing the negative global impact of climate change. In 2017

Donald Trump removed the U.S. from this agreement, stating it would economically benefit the
country.
Justin Sargent, a senior earth and environmental sciences student at WSU, believes Biden’s
administration should do more to curb the effects of climate change.
“It’s a step in the right direction, but it’s not near enough,” said Sargent. “We need to do a lot
more than signing agreements and signaling we’re going to do better; we have to do better.”

Movement towards racial equity
Along with his reversal of the transgender military ban and Muslim travel ban, Biden is taking
further measures to progress social justice. In another executive order, Biden outlines a plan for
providing equity and support for racial minorities and those in underserved communities.
Government agencies and departments are being asked to reevaluate their operational
standards to eliminate possible barriers for equal opportunity. Federal resources will also be
reallocated to assist members of underserved communities.
As a response to anti-Asian discrimination and xenophobia spurred by the coronavirus
pandemic, Biden also issued the DHHS to provide guidance on cultural competency and
sensitivity. The attorney general has also been directed to prevent hate crimes and
discrimination towards Asian-Americans.
Rebekah Wyse, President of Abilities at WSU and Taiwanese American, feels hope knowing
action is being taken to cultivate a more unified nation.
“If [Biden] can bring more peace and create less hate, I think we can get a lot more done,” says
Weiss. “I’m hoping that Biden can bring that togetherness to our country.”

